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Introduction from the Pastor Search Committee 
 

 

 

The Pastor Search Committee of Cobham Park Baptist Church is pleased to present this 

church profile that we think clearly describes CPBC.  Since our election as a committee in the 

fall of 2017, we have spent several sessions seeking advice from our senior retiring pastor, 

considering surveys from our congregation, and reviewing much information from Eddie Heath, 

Tidewater Director of Missions and VBMB Field Strategist.  We have also continually bathed 

each of our sessions in much prayer. 

 

Cobham Park Baptist Church has a long and storied tradition of serving the LORD in the 

Northern Neck area.  We are a mission-minded church, both locally and globally.  We are a 

warm, friendly church with a welcoming attitude.   

 

It is clear that we must honor and leverage the challenges and accomplishments from our 

past that made us the church we are today.  We also acknowledge that God expects us to 

continue to step out in faith by leaving our comfort zones and taking on new challenging issues 

trusting that He will guide us on this journey. 

 

We are privileged and happy that our pastor of 18 years has agreed to continue as our pastor 

until we find a new person to lead our church.  He is also committed to assist the new senior 

pastor in any way possible.   

 

As a committee, we accept the responsibility that we are charged with, representing the 

congregation and helping discern whom God is calling for the next chapter in CPBC’s life.  We 

realize that this is our opportunity to compassionately respond to the vocational needs of our 

church, but we understand that our Lord already knows who He has chosen for this role.  We 

have begun a journey to intentionally and collectively embrace all of those who are called by 

God to lead Christ’s church. 

 

We are truly blessed as a church in all respects.  We continue God’s work actively today 

while looking to the future with great hope, anticipation, and trust.  We hope you find this profile 

useful.  We covet your prayers as we continue to seek the Lord’s guidance and direction.   

 

 

 

Cobham Park Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee 

 

Karl O’Dell, Chairman 

Wayne Carter, Vice Chairman 

Kristie Brann 

Ronnie Hall 

Cindy Packett 

Gary Sanders 

Debbie Wiseman, Secretary 
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Mission of Cobham Park Baptist Church                                             
(As portrayed on our logo) 

 
 
 

      Lifting our eyes to God 

      Opening our heart to others 

      Stretching our hands to the world 
 

 
 

Our Vision 
To be a lighthouse for the Lord, beaming the liberating light of God's love and power 

throughout our community and beyond so that others may know Jesus as Lord and 

become mature and joyful followers of the One who came to give abundant life to all 

(John 10:10) 
 

Our Church 
Our church is a Bible-believing, New Testament church that has always been known 

for its strong pulpit ministry  and emphasis on Bible teaching throughout its various 

Christian education programs.  In addition, the church has a strong emphasis on 

missions on a local, statewide, national and worldwide basis. In addition, it is known 

throughout the community as a warm, caring fellowship that strives to follow in the 

footsteps of the One who always went about doing good. 

 

An outstanding children's program includes programs for children of all ages during 

the 10:00 a.m. Sunday School hour, as well as Extended Care during the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service.  Summer Vacation Bible School is one of the largest local outreach 

programs of the church.  Our youth are encouraged to participate in choir and 

mission/outreach in the community.  The Young-at-Heart senior adults enjoy monthly 

luncheon meetings, in addition to various trips taken each year.  The ReFresHer 

Young Women and the Adult Women's Group actively participate in book/Bible 

studies.  The church has an outstanding music program that features an adult choir 

that is well-known throughout the area.  A children's choir is also featured several 

times throughout the year.  The worship services of the church are warm and "user-

friendly" with a "blended" style of music, featuring worship choruses, along with 

best-loved hymns.  The Pastor's messages are biblical, practical and designed to 

meet the needs of the young, the old and everyone in-between. 

 

Though located in a non-urban area, the ministries and programs of the church are 

intended to be comparable to those in the larger city churches.  In simple terms, the 

church really has something for everyone.   

 

The church voluntarily cooperates with the Southern Baptist Convention, the Baptist 

General Association of Virginia and the local Rappahannock Baptist Association. 
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Our History 

 

 

 

Cobham Park Baptist Church was founded in an area of Richmond County known as Cobham 

Park Neck, a peninsula bordered by two creeks and the Rappahannock River.  In 1650, James 

Williamson, an Englishman, was given a land grant to the tract of land over 1,800 acres.  

Williamson named his plantation Cobham Park after his ancestral home Cobham Hall and its 

grounds Cobham Park in Kent, England.  After the Civil War, the plantation was divided into 

smaller farms and sold off to families that moved into the Neck. 

 

These families walked four to five miles to church which included crossing Totuskey Creek in 

skiffs.  In 1885, George Matthew Connelly, a young colporteur from Newland (one who sold 

Bibles and religious tracts) who had just been ordained as a preacher, agreed to help the people 

form their own church.  Rev. Connelly served as pastor of Cobham Park for 50 years – from its 

organization in 1885 to his death on Good Friday, 1935.  

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation met in a brush arbor on 

Cobham Park Farm near Kennard in 1885 

and soon moved to a log cabin school there.  

In 1890, it was given 1.5 acres from the 

Garland family at the corner of Route 3, 

(now known as History Land Highway) and 

Islington Road near Warsaw.  The church 

built its first building there in 1892.  It stood 

until a fire destroyed it on January 4, 1932.  

The site was cleared, a basement was dug, 

and a new building erected and completed 

by Easter Sunday that same year.  In 1956, a 

2-story addition was built across the back of 

the church building for Sunday School 

rooms.  This building stood until the present 

brick building on the crest of the hill was 

completed in 1978. 
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Since 2000, many great things have been accomplished, including the installation of a modern 

visual and sound system; enlargement of the fellowship hall and kitchen; landscaping of the 

church grounds; purchase of a 26-passenger church bus and the construction of a large building 

to house it; renovation of the sanctuary and the purchase of two homes and property in front of 

the church.  The two homes have since been demolished due to costly repairs that would have 

been needed.  With the demolishing of the homes, this allowed the church to have road frontage 

and better visibility from the main highway.  In addition, a Veterans Memorial was constructed 

in the cemetery in 2009. 
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Our Property 

 

 

 

 

Our property consists of over 14 acres.  This includes the church building, parking area, storage 

building where the bus is currently housed, cemetery and parsonage.  The church building was 

completed in 1978 and in addition to the sanctuary, has three offices, 11 rooms for Sunday 

School (nursery to seniors), elevator, multiple storage closets, social hall with kitchen, paved 

parking lot, carport, outdoor pavilion and much more.  Renovations that were done include the 

kitchen and expansion of the social hall in 2004, renovation of the main sanctuary in 2005, 

completion of a shed used for storage as well as parking the church bus in 2007, building a 

children’s playground in 2012, and repaving the parking lot in 2018.  The social hall has its own 

audio-visual capability.  It is also connected to the sanctuary and used as overflow seating for 

special events or when attendance dictates.  The parsonage is a 3-bedroom home (not shown in 

picture below) located on the front corner of the property. The cemetery is across the road from 

the church where the original church structures were built.  This is also where the Veterans 

Memorial is located. 

 

 

 
 

 

 Aerial View of Church and Property 
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Our Congregation & Attendance 

 

 

 

As you will see, our membership and attendance have declined over the past five years.  There 

have been many deaths, which is to be expected with the majority of our congregation being over 

70 years of age.  We also have inactive members, and members who have moved out of the area 

but are still counted as a member of CPBC.  Attendance is an area that our church would like to 

see improve.  This will be a challenge for the incoming pastor. 
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Our Worship 

 

 

 

 

The worship service at Cobham Park Baptist Church follows a traditional format with a warm, 

informal, and casual approach. Accompanied by the pianist and organist, under leadership of the 

music director, the adult choir and congregation participate in a blended worship style with the 

singing of timeless hymns, Southern Gospel arrangements, and worship choruses. The pastor’s 

messages are biblical, practical and designed to meet the needs of all ages. A multi-media 

approach enhances the worship services which are recorded and posted on the church’s website. 

Communion services are held the first Sunday of each quarter. Other special worship 

opportunities are offered on Christmas Eve, during revival services, and through periodic 

musical programs. 
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Our Stewardship 

 

 

 

 

Our church has been blessed with a giving heart.  As you will see below, we have met and 

exceeded our budget goals over the last five years.  This is not an unusual occurrence for our 

church. 
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Our Staff 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Donald Bowen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since I was born and raised within a few miles of 

Cobham Park Baptist Church, I was no stranger to the 

church or those who worshipped there.  I went to school 

with many of the members and had even preached in 

the church on several different occasions.  After being 

away for a number of years serving other churches, I 

welcomed the opportunity to serve as their interim 

pastor when their pastor of several years retired.  After 

a few months with them they dropped the “interim” title 

and asked me to continue as their full-time pastor.  This 

I also agreed to do with no idea how long the 

arrangement would last.  The months turned into years 

and in 2018, I began my 18th year with the church. 

 

To say that I have enjoyed and found fulfillment during 

this time would be an understatement.  I found the 

people eager to accept challenges, as well as changes, 

and God blessed our efforts.  We probably did not do 

everything we should have, but we were able to do 

some God-honoring things along the way.  As with 

Nehemiah of biblical fame, things were accomplished 

because the people “had a mind to work” (Nehemiah 

4:6) and were willing to work together to accomplish 

the desired goals. 

 

These things being true, I am convinced that brighter 

days are ahead for Cobham Park Baptist Church.  The 

church has a reputation in the community for being a 

warm and friendly church that is eager to try the untried 

and do whatever is necessary to be the church God 

would have them be.  With God’s person in the pilot’s 

seat, I am convinced brighter days are ahead for the 

church.  This is my prayer and I know it is the prayer of 

many others as well. 

 

Donald H. Bowen, Pastor 
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Angie Sanders 

 

 

 

I was brought on staff as Ministry Assistant at Cobham 

Park in January 2013 after having been in the insurance 

industry for a a little over 15 years.   

I was raised in a strong Christian family and was saved 

as a young teenager.  I was also raised to always be 

active in church, something I feel is much needed in the 

world we live in today.  

I've been married to my husband, Kent, for 25 years 

and we have two adult children, Christopher, 29, who 

works and lives in Richmond, Virginia and Kinsey, 21, 

our special needs daughter, who lives at home.   

I also teach classes at our local YMCA and I'm 

passionate about health and fitness and encouraging 

women to take care of the temple God made them. I 

also own my own retail clothing business.  

Working with the pastor and other leaders within my 

home church is a job that I enjoy, but more than that, it 

allows me to be a servant of the Lord and honor him in 

what I do every day.   

 

Angie Sanders, Ministry Assistant 

 

 

The duties of the Ministry Assistant are varied.  Here are some of the responsibilities: 

 
▪ Bookkeeper - Payables/Receivables, Payroll, Assist with budget preparation 
▪ Manage church office 
▪ Basic Office/Clerical work (answer phone, take messages, type/copy, mail, banking, etc.) 
▪ Assist Pastor with bulletins/newsletters/documents 
▪ Create PowerPoint presentations for services 
▪ Assist church leaders/members with reports 
▪ Support volunteers/committee members  
▪ Order and distribute Sunday School/Bible Study materials  
▪ Keep records/filing system updated 
▪ Manage and update website and social media, including editing and uploading recorded services  
▪ Serve as contact/communication person between youth leaders/parents 
▪ Keep Master Calendar/Book Rental of social hall 
▪ Provide training to volunteers as needed 
▪ Assist with church promotion/advertising as necessary 
▪ Serve as Vacation Bible School Director/Recruiter 
▪ Serve as Sunday School Director 
▪ Keep sanctuary material updated/available 
▪ Coordinate Nursery/Childcare for services 
▪ Assist with funerals as needed 
▪ Serve in various ministry capacities (Sunday School, bible study, worship service) as needed 
▪ Assist with special events 
▪ Communicate needs within church membership 
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In addition to the two paid staff members, Pastor and Ministry Assistant, we have officers and 

committees that handle other church business.  These persons volunteer their time to assure that 

our church operates as smoothly as possible.  Some committees are only utilized as needed; 

however, they are staffed so that when that time arises, there is a list already in place.  The 

officers and committees, along with a brief explanation, is provided below.   

 

 

Clerk Keeps membership and attendance records of the church 

Assistant Clerk Assist the Clerk when needed 

Treasurer Maintains the church banking account(s), pays bills and provides 

reports to the congregation on the financial status of the church 

Assistant Treasurer Assist the Treasurer as needed and handles issues that may arise 

when Treasurer is unavailable  

Building Fund Treasurer Maintains the church banking account(s) specifically for the 

Building Fund when active 

Cemetery Fund Treasurer Maintains the church banking account(s) for the church cemetery 

and reports to the congregation on the financial status of these 

accounts 

Financial Secretary Maintains records of individual donation amounts and provides a 

statement to each person at the end of the year 

Vacation Bible School 

Director 

Coordinates all aspects of Vacation Bible School including 

materials, workers, training, etc. 

Kid Style Worship Coordinates volunteers for elementary-aged children during 

Sunday worship 

Baptist Men’s Director Plan and coordinate annual “Salt Fish Breakfast” for Men’s Day 

Extended Session Coordinates volunteers to work with the younger children 

(nursery and toddler) during the worship service 

Adult Choir Director Leads choir and congregation in musical worship 

Organist Plays the organ for services 

Pianist Plays the piano for services 

Choir Secretary & Librarian Keeps records of choir music and when performed also handles 

the cleaning of the choir robes 

Children’s Choir Director Leads the children in musical worship 

Association Lay 

Representative 

Presents as a member of Cobham Park Baptist Church at the 

Associational meetings 
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Meals on Wheels Coordinates drivers to deliver meals during our designated month 

WMU Director President of CPBC’s WMU with duties associated with this 

position 

Church Missions & 

Ministries Coordinators 

Coordinates supplies, money, workers for special missions 

adopted by the WMU 

Women’s Ministry Coordinate Bible studies for women of the church 

Young Women’s Ministry Coordinate Bible studies for young women of the church 

Audit Committee Performs a yearly audit on the church finances 

Baptismal Committee Maintains and prepares the baptismal as needed for services 

Buildings & Grounds 

Committee 

Keeps watchful eyes on the church property and makes decisions 

regarding its repair and upkeep 

Cemetery Committee Responsible for decisions involving the cemetery 

Emergency Response 

Committee 

Key members responsible for providing support in case of a 

medical emergency at the church 

Flower Committee Provides flowers that adorn the sanctuary and other areas of the 

church 

Hospitality Committee Primarily works in the kitchen area to plan and provide support 

for any events involving meals or snacks 

Lord’s Supper Committee Prepares the bread and drink for the Lord’s Supper and maintains 

the serving trays for these special occasions 

Media Committee Provides audio and video support (including recording) for 

services 

Nominating Committee Contacts members to serve on various committees 

Parking Committee Provides assistance for parking at special events 

Publicity Committee Prepares and plans for news releases and advertisements as 

needed 

Stewardship Committee Prepares the yearly budget 

Teller Committee Counts the offerings received and prepares them for deposit 

Transportation Committee Maintains and drives the church bus as needed (CDL needed to 

drive) 

Ushers Committee Provides assistance at services for seating and offering  

Welcoming Committee Provides bulletins and assistance as needed when people enter the 

sanctuary 

Young at Heart Committee Plans and coordinates lunches and trips for the seniors of the 

church 
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Our Missions and Ministries 

 

 

Our church budget incorporates allotted amounts for missions.  The members may give in 

addition to what is budgeted.  Below is a list of our budgeted missions and a brief description of 

each. 

 

The Cooperative Program Partnership with hundreds of other churches to contribute to 

missions in Virginia, U.S.A. and abroad 

International Missions 

(Lottie Moon) 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions 

Home Missions (Annie 

Armstrong) 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home Missions 

State Missions (Alma 

Hunt) 

Alma Hunt Offering for Mission causes in Virginia 

Associational Missions 

(RBA) 

As a member of Rappahannock Baptist Association we 

participate in local mission with the largest being the 

Hispanic Ministry 

Habitat for Humanity Building of homes for low income families 

Special Mission Projects Support for those who go on mission trips as well as other 

special endeavors 

Good News Jail and Prison 

Ministry 

Provides chaplains for jails and prisons here in the U.S. as 

well as other countries around the world 

Hospice Support of the 

Northern Neck 

Home care for the terminally ill which is a local mission 

project 

The Haven Local support and shelter for abused spouses and their 

children  

The Salvation Army Provides a variety of assistance for underprivileged families 

The Gideons Known for their Bible distribution efforts  

Virginia Baptist Children’s 

Home 

Ministry directly related to children in the state of Virginia 

Richmond County YMCA Serves children, youth and adults in the Northern Neck area 

“Sister Church” in Haiti A personalized partnership with the Voice of Victory Church 

in Haiti 

Operation Inasmuch Annual community mission that provides services to the 

underprivileged in our area (service mission not budget) 
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One of the missions listed above is “Sister Church” in Haiti.  This came about with one of our 

members introducing Pastor Bowen to a nurse in a local hospital (Kathy Faw) who had a 

relationship with Pastor Frank Marcelin through her foundation.  Ever since the tragic earthquake 

that devastated Haiti, her foundation has been a resource to use to get money and supplies to the 

people of Haiti.  Through this relationship, our church “adopted” the Voice of Victory church in 

Haiti and includes it as a regular budgeted mission item.  We have done additional giving on 

occasion for special needs and have also collected school supplies to be donated to the children 

of Pastor Frank’s school.  Some members of our church went to Haiti to visit and meet Pastor 

Frank’s congregation and even helped with their Vacation Bible School while they were there. 

Pictured below on the left is the Voice of Victory Church and the children from their Vacation 

Bible School.  Top right is pictured inside the church.  Bottom right is Pastor Frank at CBPC 

bringing the morning message.  Bottom center is another outdoor picture with the members from 

CPBC.  Center photo is our group singing to the church a hymn they learned in their native 

tongue. 
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Our Community 

 

 

Our church is located in Warsaw, Virginia which is the town seat of Richmond County.  Our 

direct ministry is to the communities located in the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck. The 

church’s current members live mostly in Richmond County, but also travel from Essex, 

Westmoreland, Northumberland and Lancaster counties.   
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This area is rich in history.  Below is an excerpt from the northernneck.org website. 

 

 

Originally inhabited by eight Virginia Indian tribes who established villages along its shores, Virginia’s 

Northern Neck is one of the most historic regions in Virginia.  

This peninsula nestled between the Potomac and the Rappahannock Rivers and spilling into the Chesapeake 

Bay was part of the enormous 1649 land grant by Charles II, known as the Fairfax Grant. The bountiful waters 

of the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, and the Chesapeake Bay supported and induced English settlement. 

The Northern Neck’s most famous son, George Washington, born on Pope’s Creek off of the Potomac River, 

called the region “the Garden of Virginia.” Our nation’s fifth president, James Monroe, was born in 

Westmoreland County in 1758. 

The waters of the Potomac River, Rappahannock River, the Chesapeake Bay and their tributaries provide a 

haven for boaters and water enthusiasts, and have supported a fishing industry for generations. At the present, 

Colonial architecture, small-town charm, bed & breakfast inns, eight wineries, seventeen museums, historic 

sites, marinas and retail shops are among the valuable assets that attract visitors to the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


