
Dear Cobham Park Church Family, 

 Life seems erased from the rocky landscape. There is 
no green--only shades of tan under a pale blue sky. Looking 
small against this arid backdrop, a lone figure is silhouetted 
by the merciless sun. His feet are blistered and dusty from the 
wandering miles. Three unseen companions go with him:   

ravenous hunger, the relentless Devil, and the silence of God.  

 I think of this man now--my Lord, Teacher, Savior, and 
Brother. Let’s learn from His temptation as we face our own 

wilderness of separation. It’s been forty days after all. 

1. God’s love for you is never in question. In Christ, God is 
pleased with you! After a lifetime of following Jesus, I still 
have trouble accepting that, but it’s true! This doesn’t mean 
that what we do always pleases God, but in Christ we live by 
grace instead of our own performance. My status as God’s 
child relies on who Jesus is--not me. In every pain we face 
(whether deserved or not) we can know that God’s love for us 
has not changed. “And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased (Mark 1:11*).’”  
 

2. Even in this, God is working for your good. While it’s difficult to understand, God works through everything 
He allows into a Christian’s life. This does not necessarily mean that He directly causes every circumstance, 
but He definitely uses it! Romans 8:28 clearly states this truth. Satan intended temptations for harm, but the 
Holy Spirit used them to strengthen Christ and reveal who He was. That is why, “The Spirit immediately drove 
him out into the wilderness (Mark 1:12).” In a similar way, we may debate the origins of Covid-19, but we can 
be certain that God is able to work for our good even in this! Many distractions have been erased from our 
landscape, and God is clarifying important things we’d forgotten. He is strengthening us and revealing who we 
really are. Don’t fight that. Now that the initial shock of this trial is over, I’m beginning to recognize how God is 

blessing Cobham Park with a spiritual reset. He is giving revival we desperately need. 

3. The LORD prepares a table for you in the presence of your enemies. When things were going well, we liked 
to set our own spiritual table and provide for ourselves. We busily scheduled God and planned what He would 
do next. The Lord was sometimes treated as a silent partner in our religious business. In one fell swoop, all 
such misunderstanding has been clarified! It’s now easy to see the unreliability of our own strength and under-
standing. But God has provided manna in this desert. He’s given us endurance and constant help. He is our 
Leader and Protector! Unseen angels attend our prayers. “And he was in the wilderness forty days, be-

ing tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals. And the angels were ministering to him (Mark 1:13).” 

4. God is preparing you to share the gospel with new power. We are not here for ourselves, but to proclaim the 
good news of Christ in the world. The other day, I felt led by God to share groceries with a young unchurched 
couple in the community. As I introduced myself (from a safe social distance of course), I was told, “Oh yes--I 
know who you are. I’ve been watching y’all online; thank you!” In their need, these folks heard about Jesus 
through one of our Facebook Live videos. If one looks at the numbers--something that I’m not typically a fan of
--we’ve shared the gospel with thousands of people online in the last month. We are reaching far more souls in 
this trial than we were in “normal” times. Count on this: God is already preparing us for new service in our 

great commission! “...Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God (Mark 1:14).” 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

                                                                                  Pastor Keith 
*Bible quotes from the English Standard Version                                                                                  

“Christ in the Wilderness,” by Ivan Kramskoi (1872) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_Kramskoi
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For our online Sunday  

worship services,  

we thank those who are 

leading us in God’s praise! 

...and here’s a  

sample of  what  

we’ve heard from 

you on Facebook 

and in emails: 

 

       “We are learning good lessons during this 

time. I praise the Lord for holding my hand 

through all trials and tribulations...It gives us 

time to reflect and think outside the box. Time 

to pray and ask the Lord for His directions, not 

ours. He will bring us through.” 

       “(I’m) thankful that we have a God that is      

beside us in troubling times such as these.” 

 
       “I believe these times have shown us how 

vulnerable we are to even the basic of our 

needs that we take for granted. In these times 

GOD is the only stable answer to life itself. I 

can't imagine facing these times in my own 

strength and abilities.” 

 
       “No fear indeed! He lives!”  

 
       “...You are right, Christ is NOT cancelled. At 

church, at home, He is there.”  

 
       “For folks like me who have difficulty 

sleeping because of worries of this world, 

verse 2 (of Psalm 127) addresses that. In vain, 

we do all the things, but he can grant us sleep 

because He loves us.”  
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...and in online  

devotions,  

we never  

know where  

we’ll be next! 

       “I know this is a very trying time (although 

any time would be), especially with the most 

important (in my opinion) season of the church 

upon us.  But, as you know, God doesn’t put 

any trial on us that He doesn’t give us the 

strength to bear.  That may be a cliché, but it is 

also the truth. All we need to do is ask (I ask 

every day, and sometimes not too reverently, 

sorry to say), but so far He has provided me 

with whatever I have needed to continue on, 

and I am grateful.  We need to remember     

another cliché:  This, too, shall pass.”  

 
       “Grateful for the best friend ever, God....he 

is here for us all the time in good or bad!”  

 
       “Be Not Afraid for HE IS WITH US…”  

 
       “He’s our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

(He’s) such great comfort in this storm.” 

       “I am thankful for the best Church family. 

The news of my lay off has spread quickly.. I’ve 

received so many calls, texts, Facebook mes-

sages to check on me...Just a phone call or 

text is a reminder I’m not alone and have a 

abundance of support should we need any-

thing. It means more then I know to describe.”   

 
       “God is still in control. He promised us He 

would never leave us or forsake us, and that 

He will be our present help in the time of    

trouble. Trusting in Him, not my feelings.”  

 
       “We've got to keep our hand in His and 

keep believing and keep walking in faith. No 

matter what the circumstance, He's walking 

with us.” 

 

       “...Take care, walk close to His side, and 

be His light for others to see His love…” 
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Weekly in the Word:
 

10am Wed. Devotions  
 

10am Sun . Worship 
 

(Videos are live on Face-
book, then later posted 
on cobhampark.org) 
 

Written devotions  
(Every other day on  
Facebook and by email . 
Contact the office to be 
added to the email list!)
 



                   PAGE 5 

Keith still uses his church 
study, but we’ve set aside      
regular church office hours 
for now. Angie is mostly 
working from home. Please 
continue to update us by 
phone, email , text, or mail . 
We still check messages! 

Weekly in the Word: 

10am Wed. Devotions   

10am Sun . Worship  

(Videos are live on Face-
book, then later posted 
on cobhampark.org) 

  
(Every other day on  
Facebook and by email . 
Contact the office to be 
added to the email list!) 



The Praise Page 
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 Disappointment may be the word to describe what many of us are feeling about 
not being able to be in our church sanctuary to celebrate Palm Sunday and Easter 
Sunday, two of the most important Sundays on the church calendar. I admit the sad-
ness I experienced when I realized this was reality. Although at this time we can’t be 
together to praise and worship, we can focus on some important truths about       
worship. 
 

 Worship isn’t confined to the walls of the church. It isn’t restricted to congrega-
tional singing of hymns or praise songs. It isn’t even determined by an order of     
service as outlined in a church bulletin. In fact, scripture clearly tells us that true 
worship happens in our hearts and minds. Jesus spoke these words about worship to 
the woman at the well: 

 

 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must wor-
ship in the Spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24). 

 

 Who are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks? Does He seek only those who 
are physically in the church building? Does He seek only those who stand to sing 
three verses of “To God Be the Glory”? No, He seeks those who worship Him in the 
Spirit and in truth.  
 

 In this temporary time of uncertainty, may we have a heart of worship that     
honors God, wherever we find ourselves. The lyrics of Chris Tomlin’s song, “How Can I 
Keep from Singing,” help us focus on why we can praise and worship, even but espe-
cially, from the confines of our homes. 

 

There is an endless song 

Echoes in my soul 
I hear the music ring 

And though the storms may come 
I am holding on 

To the rock I cling 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 

How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 

I know I am loved by the King 

And it makes my heart want to sing 
 

In Christ, 

Cindy 
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Day #1: “The Two Debts”  Luke 7:41-43 

Day #2: (Luke 7:41-43 continued) 

Day #3: “The Good Neighbor”  Luke 10:30-37 

Day #4: (Luke 10:30-37 continued) 

Day #5: “Midnight Friends”  Luke 11:5-8 

Day #6: (Luke 11:5-8 continued) 

Day #7: “The Rich Fool”  Luke 12:16-21 

Day #8: (Luke 12:16-21 continued) 

Day #9: “Watchful Servants”  Luke 12:35-48 

Day #10: (Luke 12:35-48 continued) 

Day #11: “The Fruitless Fig Tree”  Luke 13:6-9 

Day #12: (Luke 13:6-9 continued) 

Day #13: “The Tower Builder”  Luke 14:28-30 

Day #14: (Luke 14:28-30 continued) 

Day #15: “Going to War”  Luke 14:31-33 

Day #16: (Luke 14:31-33 continued) 

Day #17: “Lost Silver”  Luke 15:8-10 

Day #18: (Luke 15:8-10 continued) 

Day #19: “The Lost Son”  Luke 15:11-32 

Day #20: (Luke 15:11-32 continued) 

Day #21: “The Shrewd Manager”  Luke 16:1-9 

Day #22: (Luke 16:1-9 continued) 

Day #23: “The Rich Man and Lazarus”  Luke 16:19-31 

Day #24: (Luke 16:19-31 continued) 

Day #25: “Unworthy Servants”  Luke 17:7-10 

Day #26: (Luke 17:7-10 continued) 

Day #27: “The Persistent Widow”  Luke 18:1-8 

Day #28: (Luke 18:1-8 continued) 

Day #29: “Two Prayers”  Luke 18:9-14 

Day #30: (Luke 18:9-14 continued) 

30 Day Bible Challenge: Luke’s Extraordinary Stories 
 

 Jesus loved to tell good stories. We call his stories “parables” because they not only   
entertain, but also teach powerful lessons about who God is and what He expects of us.  
Parables seem familiar and simple at first. Once slipping past our defenses, however, they 
detonate with the Holy Spirit’s transforming power. This month we’ll concentrate on fifteen 
extraordinary stories only found in Luke’s gospel.  I dare you to hear Jesus for yourself! 

 
 

 Let’s follow these steps each day: 

 

1) Take a deep breath as you ask God to 
speak to you. Then prayerfully read the 
day’s story—hearing it as Jesus speaking 
directly to you. If this is a story’s second 
day, did you notice things you didn’t the 
first time around? On the second day    
Pastor Keith may also email devotions and 
post them on the church Facebook page. 

2) Is there a particular detail that jumps out at 
you? Take time to ponder that. 

3) What does this parable reveal about who 
God is? What does it reveal about you? 

4) Think about the story of your life over the 
last 24 hours. Where did you see God? 

5) Pray for Jesus to guide the story of your life 
today. Make yourself available to Him. 

6) Ask the Lord to use you in someone else’s 
story—to be a parable of His presence that 
others can see. 

The Return of the Prodigal Son, by Bartolome Esteban Murillo, 
painted 1667-70. The scene is from Luke 15:11-32, where a father 
runs to embrace and celebrate the return of his lost son. Of all  
Jesus’ parables, perhaps this story of the “lost son” best shows 
how God loves each of us. Of course, it also shows how difficult it 
is for us to accept that love—or to give it. 
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Be still,  
and know  

that I am God… 
 

 

—Psalm 46:10a 


