
 
 
 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” —Matthew 5:14 

Dear Cobham Park Church Family, 
 

 Because the Bible was written so long ago, we’re tempted to think that it doesn’t offer guidance 

for the modern world. After all, ancient Roman citizens never voted for their next Emperor. The     

apostles never learned how to stream their messages online. And early churches didn’t know about 

social distancing or vaccines (although they faced a few plagues). But human nature hasn’t changed, 

and “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8, ESV).” That’s why  

Scripture’s truth remains supremely relevant. 
 

 Recently, for instance, I’ve been guided by principles gleaned from a particularly archaic biblical  

situation. The markets of the Roman world were often stocked with meat from animals which had 

been sacrificed to various gods and goddesses. Holidays, social gatherings, and civic events all        

involved meals from--or even in--pagan temples. So, if someone went into town to eat out or buy beef 

at the local market, this meat had likely been sacrificed to idols. I’m sure you can imagine how     

awkward this was for Christians. Some confidently exclaimed that there was only one true God, so 

idols had no meaning whatsoever. These people believed that they had the right to eat whatever they 

wanted--as long as they only worshiped the Lord. Other Christians had weaker consciences; they felt 

that such meat was spiritually tainted--that the person eating it became a partaker in idol worship. I’m 

sure this debate broke up quite a few church potlucks! 
 

 The Apostle Paul wrote about this problem in Romans 14:1-4,13-23 and I Corinthians 8 & 

10:14-33. He says that he has the right to eat anything in faith before God, but his actions must be 

ultimately guided by love. Paul is ready to put his personal comfort and rights aside to prevent    

someone else from stumbling. Bringing people to Christ is Paul’s priority--not what’s on the menu. He 

even says that he’d gladly become a vegetarian if that’s what it took to keep someone else from     

being distracted from Jesus (I Corinthians 8:13). 
 

 I’ve talked to people from churches across Virginia, and many have stumbled over pandemic      

precautions. It doesn’t help that COVID-19 has been so politicized in this election year. Oddly enough, 

I’ve found guidance in what Paul said about meat sacrificed to idols. On Sundays I’ve been carrying    

a mask with me out of Christian love--not because I have to. If I see someone wearing a mask in our 

pavilion service, I put mine on before talking with them. I want to be considerate of their health, and 

to eliminate any distraction from Jesus. In fact, I’d rather wear an uncomfortable mask all the time 

than to make one person spiritually stumble (even though I have the right to wear whatever I want). 
 

 I invite you to join me in being guided by Christian love in our worship services. When we move    

indoors, don’t wear masks and take precautions merely because somebody told you to. And please 

don’t make this about your opinion or rights. No, take these precautions out of love for those among 

us who are more vulnerable or apprehensive. Let’s try to make them feel welcome in worship--to    

considerately put their minds at ease. Little things provide big opportunity to show Christ’s love and 

humility. I personally know of congregations which have divided over this issue. They now hold two 

worship services: one with masks and precautions, and the other without them. I think our world is  

already divided enough; let’s make our worship an expression of the unity and love of Christ! 
 

In His Love, 

 

                                                                               Pastor Keith 
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 November is upon us, the month where we set aside 
special time to give thanks for all our many blessings. If these 
last several months of struggle have taught us anything,     
perhaps we have learned to be more thankful on a daily basis 
for our blessings.   
 

 Although the hymn Count Your Blessings was written 
and set to music in 1897, over one hundred years later it is still 

included in hymnals for this reason: the lyrics remind discouraged Christians of the marvelous 
grace we have been given. We can easily fall into the trap of focusing on the negative         
obstacles in our pathway, but despite our failure to always recognize it, God still pours out His 
blessings.  

When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done 

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, see what God has done. 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God has done. 
 

So, amid the conflict whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged God is over all; 

Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 
Help and comfort give you to your journey's end. 

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, see what God has done. 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God has done. 
 

 We are called to live with an attitude of gratitude, not just during the Thanksgiving      
season, but every day. If you aren’t already doing it, take the challenge. Grab a piece of     
paper and a pen or pencil and number from 1-30. Then, each day for the month of November, 
write down at least one blessing you recognize in your life. At the end of the month when you 
look back over your list, you might be surprised to see what God has done. 
 

Be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. 
 

—Psalms 100:4 (KJV) 

 

CALLING CORNER 

 Might the Lord be calling you to serve Him in a specific way in our church family?   
Every Christian has been gifted by the Spirit for service—we are not just spiritual consumers 
to be “fed!” Here are some possibilities to consider. Contact Pastor Keith if you feel the call!  
1) Would you lead a church food pantry?  2) Would you help open/close the facilities for 
community groups (after COVID)?  3) Would you help maintain the church’s rented parsonage?  
4) Would you represent our church family as a Salvation Army bell-ringer December 12th @ 
Dollar General (call Rosa for more details)?  5) (Insert the Holy Spirit’s calling here.) 



 

How Can I Be Faithful When I’m Surrounded  

by People Who Just Don’t Get It? 
        
 Most believers know the frustration of trying to      

patiently deal with folks who don’t understand the things  

of God. And it can be even more challenging to deal with     

misguided Christians! In I Samuel, we find a man who 

knew this problem well. The prophet Samuel had to deal 

with clueless people his whole life, and people who should 

have known better were the worst! How did Samuel stay 

faithful? Let’s find out together—and find help for our own 

struggles. 

November 1-2: I Samuel 1-2:11 

November 3-4: I Samuel 2:12-36 

November 5-6: I Samuel 3 

November 7-8: I Samuel 4 

November 9-10: I Samuel 5-6 

November 11-12: I Samuel 7 

November 13-14: I Samuel 8 

November 15-16: I Samuel 9 

November 17-18: I Samuel 10 

November 19-20: I Samuel 11 

November 21-22: I Samuel 12 

November 23-24: I Samuel 13:1-15   

 

November 25-26: I Samuel 15 

November 27-28: I Samuel 16:1-13   

                           & 19:18 

 

November 29-30: I Samuel 25:1  

                           & chapter 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the daily challenge: 1) Ask God to speak to you through His Word.  2) Carefully read through the 

day’s verses.  3) Who just doesn’t get it?  4) How would you feel if you were Samuel (or his mother in 

chapter 1)? 5) How does today’s story apply to your life specifically?  6) Pray for someone God lays on 

your heart—especially someone who is struggling to understand God. Ask the Lord to lead you today!       

7) Pastor Keith plans to send out a devotion the 2nd day of each reading. 

Caption: “Over nine years in that office—and all I got was a stapler!” 
Thanks again Angie for your faithful service! 

 We are excited to announce that JoAnne Brown will be serving as our 
new Ministry Assistant in November! Joanne and her husband Ron have a farm in 
Farnham, and have been active in the ministries of Farnham Baptist Church. 
They’ve also been attending worship at Cobham Park over the last year. Unlike 
Angie, who was salaried and therefore basically on-call 24/7, Joanne will work in 
the church office hourly (30 hours a week). This means that we’ll need to step 
up as a church with some tasks that Angie had accumulated over the years. Our 
new office schedule (probably Tuesday-Friday) will be announced soon.  

(Faron Hamblin  
leads worship) 
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10am Worship Update: Because the weather is getting colder, 
we plan to begin holding worship in the Fellowship Hall start-
ing November 1st. Services will be much as they were in the 
Pavilion/Tent, with some additional precautions agreed upon 
by the Pastor, Deacons, and Emergency Response Committee: 
 

• Out of Christian love, masks will be mandatory indoors 
 

• We’ll be taking temperatures at the entrance door 
 

• Chairs will be provided, but they stay in designated areas 
 

• No food or drinks 
 

• The services continue to be streamed online and a speaker 
will be set up so they can be heard in the pavilion 

 

• If risk-level significantly spikes, or if folks are known to 
have been exposed to the virus in worship, we’ll temporari-
ly go back to online-only services (at least 2 weeks). 
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