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“…She wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him 
in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn.” 

—Luke 2:7 (NASB) 

Dear Cobham Park Church Family,

	 I have a confession to make: I’m a time thief. Yes, 
your pastor sometimes steals a minute or two with total 
disregard for his to-do list. Before our deacons call an 
emergency meeting, I’d better explain what I mean. I’m 
talking about one’s need to temporarily set aside the guilt 
of endless commitments so joy has a chance to sneak in. 
Our day-planners are often too crowded for joy to enter any 
other way. In December, my own calendar usually becomes 
a sea of pencil and ink scribbles, with every date filled. And 
who ever schedules joy on their calendar?

	 Years ago, I vividly remember stealing a moment of 
Christmas joy. I’d just finished a UVA hospital visit in 
Charlottesville, and I still faced a long list of tasks for the day. I began to feel a little overwhelmed; it was 
late morning, and I was already feeling weary. As I got into my car, I decided that it was time to take a few 
minutes off. I found a parking space near the Downtown Mall, and bundled up for a quick walk. 

	 Charlottesville’s Downtown Mall is a historic street closed to automobile traffic. Block after block of 
beautiful old storefronts rose to my right and left. Passing pedestrians were wrapped in scarves, 
overcoats, and hats—anything to keep the chill out. (It was too cold to worry about fashion.) People 
walked briskly. Some held the hands of excited children, and many carried armfuls of carefully balanced 
parcels. Bells clanged against shop doors as customers darted in and out. If you happened to be near an 
opening door, you would feel the inviting rush of warm air and hear a few notes of Christmas music before 
it shut. The smell of fresh pastries and cinnamon candles somehow managed to linger in the sharp air. As 
if on cue, a soft and steady snow began to fall. It dusted the brick pavement like confectionary sugar on a 
cake. Charles Dickens could not have improved on the scene. This was my Christmas moment. I’d let 
some joy in! I thought of all that God had given me for Christmas—especially His wonderful Son. I felt 
grateful to be alive. 

	 “Excuse me Sir…EXCUSE ME…would you mind getting me a cup of coffee?” I’d carelessly made 
eye contact with a filthy homeless man who was sitting by the empty fountain to my left. He was an ugly 
contrast to his surroundings. I winced at the interruption, but kept walking, pretending that I hadn’t heard 
him. “HEY—man, please?!”

	 I still remember my feelings in that instant.  My irritation was jarring; I resented this interruption of 
my special moment.  I found myself thinking:  “Why is this man bothering me?  He should be trying to help
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

 We packed little boxes full of simple children’s 
gifts, which are then sent all over the world to share 
Christ’s love this Christmas. Cobham Park Church 
collected 70 shoeboxes this year, including 18 shoeboxes 
prepared by one of our local Girl Scout Troops. THANK 
YOU to the Cobham Park Church Youth Committee and 
all of you who purchased items, stuffed boxes, made 
financial donations toward mailing costs, and more. 
“Declare His glory among the nations (Psalm 96:3)."

(Continued from front page) 
himself instead of looking for a handout from me.” I dreaded the awkward hassle that would surely follow. 

	 The owner of Bethlehem’s inn probably had a similar reaction to Joseph’s pleas. We’ve embellished 
the nativity enough to hide its inconvenient and ugly realities. There by the manger, a low-income couple is 
homeless, and a teen mother gives birth in a dirty barn. The world couldn’t care less. And yet this is how 
God’s joy sneaks in. He interrupted us to meet our greatest need. Christ came not to help us forget the 
ugliness of our sin, but to destroy it with love.

	 That day in Charlottesville, I stole a minute to let joy sneak in. I’ll leave you wondering what I did 
next—and what you would have done in my shoes. I will tell you that I found something better than 
sentimental holiday trappings; I experienced the full joy of the Christ Child. His love was willing to be 
inconvenienced. His joy was willing to be disturbed. He didn’t resent my desperate need. “Thank you Lord
—you stopped for me!”


In His Love,


Pastor Keith




Praise Page 
     During our Christmas program in 
2019, you may well remember the 
scene when the little shepherds began 
tossing hay from the manger during one 
of the songs. The moment in time set 
the stage for big laughs and a priceless 
memory. To this day, I laugh out loud 
every time I think of it, and the scene is 
a highlight of every Christmas pageant 
/͛ǀĞ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘� 
    I wonder, do we as Christians 
approach the manger with the same 
gusto and enthusiasm as our little 
shepherds did? Luke describes how the 
scene played out with the original 
shepherds. (Luke 2:8-17, 20 KJV) 
 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  

And the angel said unto them, fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen͙ 
 
    God chose the lowly shepherds as the first to be told about the arrival of the Messiah. When the angels first appeared 
to them and lit up the dark field where they were watching their sheep, they were frightened. But after hearing the 
announcement, they talked it over and decided they needed to go to Bethlehem right away. Luke tells us they went with 
haste͘�dŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�͞ǁŝƚŚ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ƐƉĞĞĚ�Žƌ�ƵƌŐĞŶĐǇ͘͟��dŚĞŶ͕�Ăfter they saw the newborn baby with their own eyes, 
they left and told people about the Christ child wherever they went! The shepherds were so excited about what they 
had seen that they excitedly glorified and praised God for it all!  
     Based ŽŶ�>ƵŬĞ͛Ɛ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ͕�ŽƵƌ little hay-throwing shepherds had it just right. They came to the manger with urgency 
and enthusiasm. As little shepherd boys, they approached the manger with great excitement which they expressed by 
grabbing and tossing hay from the manger, glorifying and praising God in time to the music! The scene brought great joy 
to those who witnessed it, especially the giggling angels who had an up-close view. 
    �Ɛ�ǁĞ�ŚĞĂĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͕�ůĞƚ͛Ɛ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŝŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĞƉ�ďĂĐŬ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĐƚŝĐ�ƉƌĞƉĂrations to step up to the 
manger with enthusiasm and excitement to see the wonder of the Christ Child. >Ğƚ͛Ɛ�ƌĞĨůĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ�ŐŝĨƚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ͕�
His Son, our Savior, whose birth in a manger led to his death on a cross and his resurrection from a tomb. Glory to God in 
the highest! 

Singing His Praise,



FALL FESTIVAL 
Our October 30th festivities were a great opportunity to fellowship with one another and to reach 
out to our community in Christ. Thank you to those who decorated their vehicles for “Trunk or 
Treat”—often with a gospel theme. Approximately 70 children visited, and many New Testaments 
were handed out. Some adults even came back through the line to specifically ask for a Bible! 
There were games and activities (we especially thank Hillary, Kathryn and many volunteers who 
planned for these) and great food (thanks to our hardworking hospitality team). There were smiles 
everywhere you looked!


Yes, that’s a 

“Yankee Candle.”  





Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
6:00-6:30pm, December 24th 

Start Christmas off right with worship!  
Bring yourself and your family to 

 celebrate our Lord Jesus! 

HARVEST DINNER 
“I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart…” 

—Psalm 9:1a (ESV) 

 Cobham Park’s Annual “Harvest Dinner” was held on Sunday, November 21st.  We thoroughly enjoyed this 
special time of sharing Christian fellowship and thanksgiving to our Lord for all He has done! The CPBC Hospitality 
Committee did an outstanding job once again with catered meals of fried chicken, “fixin’s,” dessert, and drink.  In 
addition, several “to-go” boxes were prepared and delivered to homebound folks and others in the community. 



Our Deacon Ministry 
  

Rusty Brown (Chairman)
(804) 761-1859

Bo King
(804) 761-1058

 

Wayne Carter
(804) 314-2611

 

Craig Brann
(804) 445-6699

 

Ronnie Hall
(804) 337-3636

 

Jimmy Sanders
(804) 333-4183

 

David Mann
(804) 761-8698

 

Mark Wiseman
(804) 724-3338

 

Reggie Brann
(804) 761-8002

Tracy Douglas
(804) 761-1629

Kent Sanders
(804) 380-2950

Mitch Withers
(804) 366-9703

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY! 
Denyse Cornell, Willie Ellio/, and Gloria Ellio/ 
joined our church in November! We con9nue to 
thank God for His goodness to us! Please 
remember to pray for these new members, get to 
know them, and encourage them! 

Tithes and Offerings continue to meet or exceed our 
weekly budget needs, with almost $308,000.00 given through 
November 30th. Thank you for your faithful giving! Your 
offerings are being put to good use:

1. We’ve made our budgeted donations to The Haven Shelter 
& Services ($1,150.00) and Salvation Army ($1,000.00) and 
will be completing the remainder of our year-end giving. 


2. We were pleased to sponsor “Bible Week” on two local 
radio stations (105.5 FM and 107.5 FM). We’re also excited 
to be sponsoring the ninth hole at Hobbs Hole Golf Course 
in 2022. We’re not just “playing a-round” in our efforts to 
reach the unchurched with the Good News. If you’re a 
golfer, invite a friend to share a round of golf along with the 
gospel. 


3. Our New Testament outreach continues (more by doors).

4. We will soon be finished with the church’s audio-visual 

upgrade project, with thanks to the Audiovisual Committee 
along with David Parr and his crew for installing the new 
Sanctuary Projector in November.


5. Your generous offerings continue to meet our day-to-day 
expenses—not just “keeping the lights on” but also (and 
maybe more importantly), being able to share our financial 
blessings with support for outreach to meet community 
needs. THANK YOU!

The Stewardship Committee is prayerfully working on 

the 2022 Budget, which will be presented at a Special Called 
Business Meeting in December.  Our responsibilities are clearly 
outlined for us in the Scriptures: “…When someone has been 
given much, much will be required in return; and when someone 
has been entrusted with much, even more will be required (Luke 
12:48, NLT).”

STEWARDSHIP 
UPDATE
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CALENDAR CHECK 

1. Cobham Park WMU’s Christmas Luncheon at To-Do Cafe on December 7th 
(in lieu of regular meeting) All ladies welcome!  RSVP to Pat Given.


2. Salvation Army Bell-ringing at Dollar General in Warsaw on December 11th 
from 9:00am - 6:00pm. Come out and help us “fill the bucket”!


3. Special Christmas Worship Service on Sunday, December 19th.

4. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  Friday, December 24th from 6-6:30pm.

5. Christmas Day Celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior on December 25th!


Events Reminder: outside groups may rent the church building and/or grounds for 
approved meetings and events. Non-church events will require that a church 
member sponsor be responsible for the group’s event and agree to be on-
call during the event. The church office is responsible for approving events and 
maintaining the church calendar. In order to coordinate requests and avoid 
doub le -book ing , p lease send you r mee t i ng reques t t o us a t : 
cobhamparkbaptistchurch@gmail.com

mailto:cobhamparkbaptistchurch@gmail.com
http://cobhampark.org

