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Dear Cobham Park Church Family,

	 In last month’s vacation along the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Tammy and I frequently stopped for waterfalls. Some were major 
tourist attractions with paved paths and observation decks. 
Others…not so much. Near Cherokee, North Carolina, Tammy 
found a promising waterfall in her guidebook. Her book described a 
beautiful secluded waterfall over a hundred feet high. It could 
supposedly be reached by a quick, easy, and scenic hike. So we 
parked my pickup truck near the trail (we were practically the only 
ones there), grabbed water bottles, laced up our hiking boots, and 
set out for adventure.

	 After crossing several streams and two miles of steady 
downhill hiking (it occurred to us that the uphill return trip wouldn’t be fun), we heard the distant roar of a 
waterfall echoing through the forest. For the next few hours, we searched in vain for a way down the 
mountainside to the falls. Most of the time, we could hear rushing water, but couldn’t see anything 
through the thick mountain laurel growing on the cliffs. We tried to make our way down a slick rock face, 
but this  proved far too dangerous to continue. We followed steep deer paths. We even hiked miles out of 
our way in an attempt to double back to the falls from below. After all these plans failed, we finally 
returned to the main trail. There, we met an older man who often hiked the trail. He said that he’d tried to 
see the waterfall when he was younger, only to find that “You can’t get to it from here—at least not safely.” 

	 At this point, Tammy was “done.” We were out of water, hungry, exhausted, and frustrated. But my 
sense of adventure refused to give in. I begged Tammy to let me try one last time to find a safe approach 
down to the falls. Tammy reluctantly and anxiously waited by the trail as I explored the cliffs again. 
Unfortunately, I lost my way in the dense thickets and had to crawl up the cliff on my belly. But when I 
finally found the trail again, I glanced back to see a safe path down that I’d missed before. By using it, 
Tammy and I would finally see a portion of the falls we’d searched for!

	 This reminds me of our walk with Christ—both as individual Christians and together as His church. 
We carefully read our Bible guidebook, make good plans, and then expect a quick and easy journey. 
When we are later frustrated by detours and uncertainty, we’re tempted to call it quits. Shouldn’t God’s 
ways be straightforward? But with the Lord’s destinations, an easy path won’t get you there. His views are 
often experienced after long searching, sidetracks, and setbacks. But just as Tammy and I were called by 
the sound of a waterfall we couldn’t see, the unseen Spirit whispers and guides us forward. When you feel 
“done,” know that Christ isn’t done with you! Don’t give up on Him! I’m reminded of Isaiah 42:16:


And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not 
known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 
places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 

In His Love,


                                                                                  Pastor Keith


LIGHTKEEPER

An easy path won’t get you here.



We were blessed by a 
wonderful time of worship 
and fellowship July 25th. 
After our Choir’s special 

music and Pastor Keith’s 
message (“Home Sweet 

Home”—wrapping up the 
book of Ephesians), we joyfully 

received four new church 
members: Don & Scherri Corle, 

and Stafford & Barbara 
Gooch. The Hospitality 

Committee did a 
wonderful job serving 

nearly 170 fried chicken 
meals after the service. 
Praise God from Whom 

all blessings flow!

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
at Cobham Park Baptist Church 





STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Tithes and Offerings continue to meet or exceed our weekly 

budget needs, with almost $188,000.00 given through July 25th. We 
continue to be mightily blessed with many faithful givers!  The financial 
responsibility of any church is to be a wise steward of these resources 
that God has entrusted to us for gospel work. We continue to be 
grateful for your consistent financial support. Your offerings are being 
put to good use:

1. We were able to replace the broken chandelier on the 
Sanctuary front porch. 

2. We were able to give our annual budgeted donation of 
$1,000.00 to the Inasmuch United Northern Neck ministry this 
month.  

3. We are making progress upgrading the church sound system to 
provide better audio in the Fellowship Hall and pavilion. We 
hope to have the new new sound system project completed 
soon.

4. Your generous offerings continue to meet our day-to-day 
expenses— not just “keeping the lights on” but also (and maybe 
more importantly), being able to share our financial blessings 
with support for outreach to meet community needs. THANK 
YOU!

Online Giving: The option for online giving through BGAV is no longer 
available.  In May 2021, BGAV discontinued the program due to 
declining usage and the fact that so many churches had returned to in-
person meetings. BGAV advises that many donors are now using “Bill 
Pay” through their banking institution to make their donations 
electronically. There are other online giving options we could pursue if 
there is enough interest from you.  Please let us know if this is 
something you would be interested in.  

Kitchen Ministry:  Ray Scates still needs 2-3 people willing to help out with food prep and kitchen 
duties.  Note: We will need 1-2 early-bird helpers at 7:30am on Sunday mornings before we can begin 
serving Sunday breakfast. 

Sunday School Ministry:  Rosa Forrester needs 2-3 more Teacher Helpers and/or Backup Teachers 
for all Sunday school classes.  Note: Our Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday School volunteers are 
meant to work in pairs and are background-checked for the security of our precious young ones.  We 
therefore need two adults available for each children’s class. 

Our Deacon Ministry 
  

Mike Slaw (Chairman) 
(804) 333-1400 

  
Andrew Packett 
(804) 761-6695 

  
Gary Sanders 

(804) 761-5267 
  

Bo King 
(804) 761-1058 

  
Wayne Carter 
(804) 314-2611 

  
Craig Brann 

(804) 445-6699 
  

Ronnie Hall 
(804) 337-3636 

  
Jimmy Sanders 
(804) 333-4183 

  
Bruce Pflugradt 
(804) 462-5531 

  
David Mann 

(804) 761-8698 
  

Mark Wiseman 
(804) 724-3338 

  
Rusty Brown 

(804) 761-1859

Starting in August, outside groups can begin using the church building and/or 
grounds for approved meetings and events. Non-church events will require 
that a church member sponsor be responsible for the group’s event and 
agree to be on-call during the event.  The church office is responsible for 
approving events and maintaining the church calendar.  In order to coordinate 
requests and avoid double-booking, please send your meeting request to us 
at: cobhamparkbaptistchurch@gmail.com



      

 For some reason, li-le birds love building nests in 
flower pots on my deck. When I see them scoping it 
out, I try to intervene to discourage them from se-ling 
in. However, this li-le wren was able to build a nest 
under my marigolds before I discovered it. Whenever I 
watered the marigolds, she would fly off the nest and 
perch somewhere close by, scolding me for trespassing. 

 ABer the eggs hatched, I enjoyed watching the 
feeding process where the bird flew in and out of the 
nest with food deliveries all day. When I listened 
closely, I could hear the baby birds chirping, awaiDng 
the next meal. I knew before long they would be 
fledglings ready to leave the nest. What I didn’t expect 
was that I would actually be on my deck and witness 
the day the li-le birds took their first flight and leB the 
nest.  

 Watching the li-le birds take short flights around my yard, I observed an important lesson. 
For the fledglings to enjoy their newfound freedom and joy of life, they had to leave the comforts 
of home. They had to fly out of their comfort zone to experience growth. I was reminded of the 
Dmes when I have chosen the familiar and comfortable over the calling God may be placing on 
my life. Usually, it is fear that keeps me from taking the steps I can feel God nudging me to take. 
Scripture clearly addresses these fears we may have. 

            Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,  

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.  [Joshua 1:9] 

 Basically, we have the same choices of a fledgling wren. We can conDnue to sit safely in 
the nest of home, or we can launch out to new and uncertain territory. We can ignore that 
person with a special need, or we can interrupt our schedule to give a helping hand. We can 
remain silent, or we can offer to pray with or for that struggling neighbor. We can walk away in 
fear of how they will react, or we can tell that friend about Jesus. Wherever our short flights out 
of the nest take us, we can be assured that we will not be alone, knowing that God has promised 
to be with us wherever we go.  

Singing His Praise, 

Praise Page



2021 Northumberland Church Softball League
Tournament Champions and 2nd Place Regular Season
The CPBC softball team went 8-4 on the season, finishing second place overall 

and claiming the tournament championship over Nomini Baptist Church. The team 
played on Friday nights at the Callao Ruritan Lot during the months of June and July. 
Congratulations on all your hard work in faithfully representing our church family 
and Jesus Christ!

Front Row: Jacob Roberts, 
Brandon Withers, Collin Hamblin, 
Garrett Withers, Kent Sanders 

Back Row: Joshua Scott, Mitch 
Withers, Jonathan Scott, Drew 
McGeorge, Brennan King, Derek 
Berhalter, Jarrod Scott 

Not Pictured: Adam Campbell, 
Kaleb Self, Craig Pierson, 
Michael Yerby 



Just a Part of God’s Creation 
 For those of you who don’t know her, Debbie Stacks 
is a lifelong member of Cobham Park Baptist Church 
and the daughter of Jeane Belfield.  Due to her 
disabilities, Debbie only writes with great effort, but it 
is a labor of love. She currently resides at The 
Lancashire nursing home in Kilmarnock, VA. She is 
one of the younger residents there, and a blessing 
and inspiration to all who know her.  Thank you, 
Debbie! She writes: “This is a copy of some of my 
reflections I write. This is what I see as of today, 
Tuesday, July 20, 2021. Just a part of God’s creation.” 

I lay and sit in my bed.  I cannot write as good as I once could.  I am blessed 
that I still have my hands to write with.  I am fortunate to still have my mind.      
I would like to share with you my reflections of God’s beauty of his creation. 

I pause and reflect on the beauty of the blue sky and on the beauty of the      
sun that is shining down to provide the warmth we feel.  Just a part of God’s 
creation. 

I reflect and see the birds flying so free in the sky and not a worry in the world.  
Just a part of God’s creation. 

I reflect and see the tender green grass that grows in the summertime.  Just a 
part of God’s creation. 

I reflect on the beautiful trees filled with magnolia leaves of luscious green.  
Just a part of God’s creation.  

I reflect on the beauty of the many shrubs that are adorned with their colorful 
flowers. All of this being a part of God’s creation. 

I reflect at the many beautiful little pansies which survived the winter and are 
showing their vast array of color of little flowers as seen in the summertime.  
Just a part of God’s creation. 

I pause and reflect on the many residents I see coming and going about their 
different ways.  Just a part of God’s creation. 

So you see, I look out of my window and am able to see the different seasons   
of the year.  
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We Need You! 
       On September 18, 2021, 
Inasmuch United Northern 
Neck will celebrate our 
twelfth year of fellowship, 
outreach, and commitment 
as we follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. 
Together we can make 

miracles happen. We call it “Inasmuch” to remember Matthew 25:40: “…Truly, I say to you, Inasmuch 
as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  

       Our special event day is planned for September 18, 2021. Community outreach will include 
needed home repairs, building wheelchair ramps, making food deliveries, delivering firewood, 
making visits to nursing homes, etc. 

       Cobham Park Baptist Church feels blessed to host this annual event and considers Inasmuch to 
be one of our most important local mission outreach opportunities. Sign-up sheets are in the church 
office (Youth Release forms required for those under age 18). We encourage you to participate with 
your time, skills, funds and prayers. Volunteers of any age, ability, or interest are needed! 


