
Dear Cobham Park Church Family,

	 Sniffle…cough…sniffle…cough. Ugh! Colds are a bummer—
especially when you catch one during a pandemic. What was once a 
seasonal annoyance now becomes a high-stakes medical crisis. My 
kitchen counter was recently littered with tissues, cough drops, pills, 
NyQuil bottles, and COVID test kits (which were thankfully negative). In 
my misery, I was willing to try anything to hasten my recovery and 
return to healthy life. But as we all know, medical science has not 
found a cure for the common cold. The body must fight off the virus 
from within; one can only rest and wait for a cold to run its course. At 
best, various medications can only treat symptoms and help the 
natural process along. 

	 Our sin-sickness reminds me of the common cold. Sin’s selfish 
and distorted thinking infects humanity and has no medical cure. Unlike our battle with the common 
cold, however, we can’t naturally fight off sin. If you follow current events, you’ll see ample evidence of 
rampant sin-sickness in every political group, class, and culture. This predicament is far more serious 
than the sniffles. Sin is a fatal disease of the soul. It makes people miserable, discontented, fearful, and 
mad enough to kill. Hundreds die from sin’s effects every minute. At best, over-the-counter religious and 
ideological remedies only address sin’s symptoms—leaving the underlying spiritual illness untouched.	 

	 Enter the love of God. His love is more real and effective than anything we humans can muster. 
We typically think of love in terms of emotional highs, warm affection, or sexual thrills. Such “love” may 
make us forget our misery for a while, but it can’t really cure what ails us. Meanwhile, God’s love 
powerfully works to heal from within. I Corinthians 13 famously describes what God’s love looks like 
when it takes root in our lives:


Love…is patient…kind…does not envy or boast…is not arrogant or rude…does not 
insist on its own way…is not irritable or resentful…does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth…bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things…Love never ends…the greatest of these is love.* 

When was the last time you saw that sort of love in politics, international affairs, the entertainment 
industry, or even religion? Only God’s love can cure our common sin. And this is where it begins: 


But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us…
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life (Romans 5:8; John 3:16). 

	 So stop counting on self-help solutions, feel-good fixes, and quack-led noble causes. Go to the 
Great Physician Who still makes house-calls. You can be confident that “…God is love (I John 4:8b)!” 

In His Love,


Pastor Keith


Receive  
His Light  

and… 
SHINE!        
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LIGHTKEEPER

*All Bible quotes from the English Standard Version



THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!  
Volunteer: a person who freely offers to take part in 

an enterprise or undertake a task. 

Blessing: a beneficial thing for which one is grateful; 
something that brings well-being.   

	 What do these two words have in common?  Both are nouns; one identifies an act of giving, 
the other represents an act of receiving. Spiritually, they fit together like God’s loving grace and 
mercy,  prayer and action, and the "hands and feet of Jesus” that will always work best together. 
One by itself can exist, but together they form a never-ending circle of forward momentum.   
   Such is the way volunteers and blessings go hand-in-hand. Here at Cobham Park Baptist Church, 
we are blessed to have volunteers in abundance. Some give, and some receive. Someone may 
never give a thought to how the church is opened up early on Sunday mornings, or decorated for 
special events, and holidays, or how the sermons and PowerPoints are displayed on the Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall projector screens (and broadcast out to the world via Facebook Live). 
Someone else is blessed by the music offered by our many talented musicians during worship 
service. Another person gratefully reaches for a cup of hot coffee and breakfast before heading 
into their Sunday School class to teach or be taught. Your tithes and other offerings are carefully 
counted each week and recorded. Even the newsletter you are reading right now is folded and 
labelled by volunteer hands each month. And many others work behind the scenes, by praying, 
praising and encouraging others, stepping in when or where they see a need; the list goes on and 
on. As with any family, much of the work "just gets done" by the unsung heroes among our church 
family. So, we want you to know that we’re very thankful and grateful  to YOU, our volunteers. 
You are indeed a blessing and a true representation of how we: “Receive His Light and…
Shine!" 

 



What if we expected paid staff to do all the work? 
	   We usually think of a church’s ministry as something done by Pastors and staff. But the vast 
majority of God’s ministry here happens through volunteers. As a prayer guide, choose three 
volunteer ministries from the list below and contemplate what the church would lose if that service 
went undone. Then pray this month for those particular people and their ministry! 

Some regularly maintain the church building and grounds. They are constantly 
repairing, improving, and troubleshooting a dozen issues over any given week. 

Many teachers open God’s Word to us and help us apply it to real life. 

People lead us in praise by playing musical instruments and singing to the Lord. 
They prayerfully plan, practice, practice some more, and worship with pure hearts! 

Behind the scenes, deacons are constantly leading, serving, caring for, planning, 
mediating, protecting, encouraging, praying for, and guiding God’s people. 

Good food is regularly planned, purchased, prepared, served, and cleaned up! 

Children of all ages (our future) are taught, loved, and prayed for. 

The cemetery is carefully organized and maintained as a 
ministry to grieving families. 

Money, possessions, and time are sacrificially given by 
hundreds of members every week for the Lord’s service.  

Donations are collected, counted, and spent with honesty, 
transparency, and meticulous care. Bills, expenses, 
paychecks, and taxes are paid accurately and on time.  

Sound equipment, computers, and other items of technical 
gadgetry are skillfully used in ministry. 

A million church details are organized and taken care of. 
People constantly step up wherever needed. 

People’s needs are noticed and met. Countless folks are 
prayed for. Jesus is proclaimed all over the Northern 
Neck, Virginia, and far beyond! 



Praise Page 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
  
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God  
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
 
Altogether wonderful to me 
King of all days 
Oh, so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God  
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

     Here I Am to Worship, written by contemporary Christian artist Tim Hughes, was first released in 
2001. In response to his reading and studying of Philippians 2:5-11, Hughes wrote the song. The 
passage speaks about Christ's humility and his willingness to leave His throne in heaven, come to earth 
as a man, and sacrifice Himself on the cross all because of His love for us. 

     After our recent snowstorm, I took an early morning walk through the woods before the snow and ice 
began to melt. I captured this picture of the sun shining, causing the ice and snow-covered tree branches 
to glisten against the deep blue sky. The scene was a lovely sight to behold. 

     How much more lovely it is that Jesus, the light of the world, stepped down from heaven into the 
darkness of our lives, bringing hope to a dying world. When I look at the picture with that thought in mind, 
I don’t just see the “sun,” I see Jesus, the Son. His light shines brightly and even barren, brown tree 
branches glisten and reflect his glory. When we open our hearts to Jesus and His love shines through us, 
we can become like those glistening branches. We can reflect His light so that others may see Him 
through us.  

    As we look ahead to the unwritten stories of opportunity 2022 may hold for us, let us look to the Son 
who is altogether lovely. May we glorify Him in our worship and reflect His light through our lives. 

Singing His Praise,



Our Deacon Ministry 
  

Rusty Brown (Chairman)
(804) 761-1859

Bo King
(804) 761-1058

 

Wayne Carter
(804) 314-2611

 

Craig Brann
(804) 445-6699

 

Ronnie Hall
(804) 337-3636

 

Jimmy Sanders
(804) 333-4183

 

David Mann
(804) 761-8698

 

Mark Wiseman
(804) 724-3338

 

Reggie Brann
(804) 761-8002

Tracy Douglas
(804) 761-1629

Kent Sanders
(804) 380-2950

Mitch Withers
(804) 366-9703

Tithes and Offerings in the New Year continue to bless us, 
with over $23,000.00 given through January 31st.  

	 The Stewardship Committee presented their proposed  
2022 Church Budget at a Special Called Business Meeting on 
January 9, 2022, with the budget being unanimously approved by 
the church membership. We thank the 2021-2022 Stewardship 
Committee members for their hard work and careful consideration 
of how best to use the resources we are entrusted with. 

Your generous offerings continue to meet our day-to-day 
expenses—not just “keeping the lights on” but also (and maybe 
more importantly), being able to share our financial blessings with 
support for outreach to international missions as well as 
supporting several national, state and local community needs. 
THANK YOU! 

Our Stewardship responsibilities have been clearly 
outlined for us in the Scriptures: “…When someone has been 
given much, much will be required in return; and             
when someone has been entrusted with much, even more 
will be required (Luke 12:48, NLT).”

STEWARDSHIP 
UPDATE

(Left) 

Here’s a Christmas Eve 
flashback! Our special 

candlelight service was well 
attended and we started 

Christmas off right! After a 
message from God’s Word on 
Jesus’ light, Pastor Keith lit his 
candle from the “Christ candle” 

on the altar. The flame was 
then passed from person to 

person until the entire 
sanctuary was illuminated. This 

was a beautiful picture of 
Christ’s light shining through 
us. Go into your world and 

shine for Him!
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“We love, because He first loved us.” 

I John 4:19 
CHURCH HAPPENINGS


1. Children’s Ministries Planning Meeting - 4pm in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
February 6th. All volunteers working with (or those who are interested in working with) 
our children’s ministries should plan to attend this meeting.


2. Cobham Park WMU’s regular monthly meetings are at 10:30am on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month. All ladies are welcome! Don't forget to bring your lunch!


3. Welcome Aboard! David Mann has joined the church office team and is now working  
on a part-time basis. Recently retired from the Virginia Employment Commission and 
also currently serving as a church Deacon, David has been volunteering in the church 
office for the past several months. (Who says you can't volunteer your way into a job?) 
We are very grateful to have you, David!


http://cobhampark.org

