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LIGHTKEEPER
Dear Cobham Park Church Family,

	 I’ve seen this scene many times 
while walking along Northern Neck 
beaches. A sun-bleached stump clings 
tenaciously to the sandy shore. Its 
trunk and branches have long since 
disappeared. Like stilts, the exposed 
roots hold the stump above the lapping 
water. The serpentine shapes of the 
pine’s disembodied root system seem 
unearthly.

	 How did this happen? It’s not 
complicated. Here are the basic facts: 
(1) Shorelines constantly move, but    
(2) trees can’t. Imagine a thriving stand 
of pines along the Chesapeake Bay. 
High tide doesn’t quite reach these 
trees. But one night, a hurricane 
pummels the shoreline near the pines 
and shifts the beach fifteen feet 
westward. Brackish waves now erode the soil and kill the trees. Many fall and float away, but one taproot 
holds its dead trunk firmly on the beach. Eventually, the roots are all that remain. Even they will soon 
disappear.

	 Why do churches die? It’s not complicated. Here are the basic facts: (1) The world is always 
changing and Christ always calls us to follow Him, but (2) some churches won’t move. They can’t bear to 
change—even when Jesus leads them to. For a time, such congregations may cling tenaciously to the 
memory of what they once were. But if they refuse to move, stagnation, loss of purpose, and church 
death eventually follow. Christ says to them: “Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, 
for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God (Revelation 3:2, ESV).”  

Thankfully, Cobham Park Baptist Church has demonstrated a very different way of thinking! The 
last year has proved how quickly the world can change. But you proved adaptable and faithful. We have  
followed Christ together instead of desperately clinging to the past. We are determined not to 
compromise God’s Word or to change the gospel-message. At the same time, we’re ready to 
compromise personal comfort and to change our methods as needed. Church change may be inevitable, 
but “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8, ESV).” Thank you for 
following Him instead of trying to hold on to shifting sand!


In Christ’s Love


                                                                         Pastor Keith




 On June 9th, we plan to meet back in the Fellowship Hall for our first in-
person Wednesday night Bible Study in well over a year! We’ll be picking up 
where we left off in Acts 14. Many of today’s Christians have lost touch with 
the unstoppable power that the early church experienced. First generation 
Christians were vastly outnumbered in their culture. They had few worldly 
resources and practically no political power. And yet…nothing could stop 
them! The power of Jesus and His good news transformed their lives and 
made them fearless. It seems that the more these everyday believers were 
persecuted and knocked down, the more numerous and influential they 
became! 
 We need to get back in touch with the power and purpose of the New 
Testament church. So bring your Bibles and join us in the Fellowship Hall at 
7pm on Wednesdays. Oh—and feel free to bring a friend, too! We plan to start 
these meetings with a t ime of 
fellowship and prayer, followed by 
Bible Study.  

 And immediately after Bible Study 
around 7:45pm, we also plan to make a 
fresh start with Choir Practice in the 
Sanctuary! (Yeah!) If you’d like to 
praise the Lord in song, give it a try! 
Just show up for practice and join in.

7PM Wednesday Night  
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 

“THE UNSTOPPABLE POWER 
THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING” 

(The Book of Acts)




Sunday School classes begin again 9:00-9:45am Sunday, June 6th! Finally—we can 
study God’s word together and talk to each other in person. We may be out of the habit, 
it’s summer, and a lot has changed since last year. But let’s make a fresh start and see 
what God will do!  

• 9am on June 6th, Children (through the 6th grade) are meeting 
in the Pavilion for a fun Sunday School kick-off. In upcoming 
weeks, Carolyn Sanders plans to coordinate the Preschool 
class and Sharon Courtney will be teaching 1st-6th grade. 
Please pray for our children’s volunteers! We also hope to 
eventually get the nursery up and running as needed.  

• Donald’s Class is meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

• The “Pairs & Spares” Class (Pastor Keith) is now meeting in the 
Educational wing upstairs at the end of the hall (closest to the 
Fellowship Hall). 

• The Ladies’ Class (Cindy) is meeting in their previous location 
halfway down the upstairs hall. 

• The Men’s Class (Wayne) is meeting in their previous room 
upstairs at the end of the hall (closest to the carport stairwell). 

• The Youth are meeting in their previous room upstairs (the 
room with the groovy couches and refrigerator). 

• Dick & Rella’s Class is meeting in their previous room 
downstairs by the carport entrance. 

Be sure to pick up your class booklet from the table by the 
carport door. We won’t be collecting a Sunday School offering 
yet, so just save this for the 10am worship service. If you are not 
plugged in yet to a Sunday School class or have questions, 
please call the Church Office (804-333-4350) or contact Rosa 
Forrester, Sunday School Director (804-761-7965).

Our Deacon Ministry 
  

Mike Slaw (Chairman) 
(804) 333-1400 

  
Andrew Packett 
(804) 761-6695 

  
Gary Sanders 

(804) 761-5267 
  

Bo King 
(804) 761-1058 

  
Wayne Carter 
(804) 314-2611 

  
Craig Brann 

(804) 445-6699 
  

Ronnie Hall 
(804) 337-3636 

  
Jimmy Sanders 
(804) 333-4183 

  
Bruce Pflugradt 
(804) 462-5531 

  
David Mann 

(804) 761-8698 
  

Mark Wiseman 
(804) 724-3338 

  
Rusty Brown 

(804) 761-1859



PANDEMIC
March 15, 2020 

As the pandemic 
spreads, all in-person 
church meetings are 
cance l led . Pastor 
Keith leads our first 
online Sunday service 
from his study. Would 
things be back to 
normal within a week?

April 12, 2020 
We lead our 
online Easter 
service from the 
prayer garden. 
Many dress up 
at home and  
then post their 
Easter pictures 
on Facebook.

June 7, 2020 
We move our wagon worship platform to the 
church’s front porch for our first “Lawn 
Service.” Folks bring lawn chairs to sit in the 
grass or in the much-coveted shade of trees. 
Others remain in their cars at the edge of the 
lawn. The weather holds, but it is getting 
warmer every Sunday…

May 17, 2020 
We hold our first Parking Lot Service with a 
converted hay wagon as the platform. The 
deacons wear orange vests, gloves, and 
masks to direct “socially distant” parking. 
Folks enjoy beeping their horns to say 
“amen” during the service (we use this 
method to vote on a few new members 
too!). We collect offerings with long-handled 
fishing nets. 

June 21, 2020 
We hold our first worship service 
in the church Pavilion, and soon 
put up a large rental tent to 
double the covered seating area. 
Most sit in lawn chairs there, in 
their cars, or under the little 
grove of trees just beyond the 
playground (we called it the “Isle 
of Patmos”).  Turn on those fans!

March 18, 2020 
We soon begin weekly 
o n l i n e v i d e o a n d 
written devotions. Our 
Deacons and Sunday 
S c h o o l Te a c h e r s 
intensify their efforts to 
regularly contact folks 
and help with various 
needs. “Every member 
a minister” becomes 
reality as members of 
our church family take 
the initiative to reach 
out and help others in  
c o u n t l e s s w a y s . 
Facebook, email, and 
newsletter notifications 
are ramped up. 



TIMELINE
November 1, 2020 

We hold our first worship service 
indoors just in time for colder 
weather. The Fellowship Hall is 
carefully arranged for socially distant 
seating groups marked off by blue 
tape on the floor. Nurses take 
temperatures at the door and greet 
folks. It’s hard to recognize people 
when everyone is wearing masks.

December 20, 2020— 
March 7, 2021 

A s c o m m u n i t y 
i n f e c t i o n r a t e s 
increase and more 
than a few church 
members are ill, we 
revert back to online-
only services before 
finally returning to the 
Fel lowship Hal l in 
March. These were 
difficult months!

April 4, 2021 
The sanctuary has been 
empty for over a year, but 
after taping off every other 
pew, replacing a few light 
bulbs, and a good cleaning, 
we return there for glorious 
Easter Sunday worship! The 
Fellowship Hall, Pavilion, and 
Parking Lot are also available.

May 16, 2021 
As more people are vaccinated, infection rates are 
reduced enough for us to open up all the pews. Those 
who are fully vaccinated can finally remove their 
masks. The Lord has been so good to us 
throughout the pandemic! He has provided for our 
needs, kept us unified, and given us hope. 
Cobham Park Baptist Church has patiently 
weathered this storm and kept her eyes on Jesus! 



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
• Tithes and Offerings continue to meet or exceed our weekly budgeted amount  

with over $131,000.00 given through May 31st. We are mightily blessed with 
many faithful givers! 

• The financial responsibility of any church is to be a wise steward of the 
resources that God has entrusted to us, and we continue to be grateful for your 
continued and consistent financial support.

• Our Treasury Team is pleased to announce that we are in the final stages of 
transitioning our bookkeeping system from manual recordkeeping to an 
accounting software program for tracking church income and expenditures. 

	 “Inasmuch United Northern 
Neck” coord inates loca l 
churches to make a difference 
in our community through 
meeting the needs of those 
who can use a helping hand in 
Christ. Meal distr ibution, 
clothing, wheelchair ramps, 
home improvement, and many 
other projects are involved. 
Cobham Park Bapt ist is 
hosting Inasmuch this year, 
starting with a “Inasmuch 
Kickoff Cookout” at 4pm on 
Saturday, June 12th. You are 
invited to drop by the church 
pavilion for a fresh-grilled 
burger or hotdog and to hear 
more about their upcoming 
plans. 


	 Later that evening at 7pm, 
The Taylors will lead a concert 
in the sanctuary. We are 
excited to have them with us 
again! The Fellowship Hall will 
also be open for overflow 
seating. 




The little birds have been busy the last 
couple of months building nests, laying 
eggs, and singing sweet melodies. As they 
flit around, they display a strong confidence 
in their actions and are quite persistent, 
even when they meet resistance while 
trying to build a nest in a flower pot on the 
porch. Despite the predators and dangers 
that threaten them, for the most part they 
appear to be free of the cares of this world. 
We have much to learn from birds and the 
scriptures about our worries. 

 

In 1905, Civilla Martin wrote the lyrics to the song His Eye Is on the Sparrow, inspired by 
the scriptures and a visit with some friends. Civilla and her husband were visiting with Mr. 
and Mrs. Doolittle who faced many obstacles. Mrs. Doolittle had been bed-ridden for about 
twenty years. Mr. Doolittle was crippled and confined to a wheel chair, but managed to 
wheel himself to his business to work. Even in the face of the limitations they endured, they 
lived happy lives and brought inspiration to those who knew them. During the visit, Civilla 
said she asked the couple for the secret of the hopefulness they found in their situation. 
Mrs. Doolittle replied, “His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.” Civilla was 
touched by that expression of bold faith and was led to write the hymn. 

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n and home, 
When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

Ethel Waters, who sang with the Billy Graham crusade for twenty years, made the song 
famous. The words of the song attest to the faithfulness of God. As you watch the birds go 
about their daily activities and listen to their unique songs, be reminded that His eye is on 
even these little creatures, and you can be assured that He is watching over you. 

 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  Can 
any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? Matthew 6:25-27 
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This life’s ocean 
is vast, largely 

unmapped, 
and frequently 
dangerous. Its 

weather conditions 
are highly variable. 

But once Christ 
becomes your 
Captain, He is 

always with you in 
the boat!

http://cobhampark.org

